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TWO ISSUES IN FLUX
''I

China and Naval Question
t Engage Whole Efforts

of Conferees.

REPLACEMENTS SERIOUS

Experts Object to Naval Holiday,but Public Liking;
Is Evident.

By WICKHA.M 8TKKD.
Editor of the London Times.

Copyright, 1921, by United News.
Washington, Nov. 23. Rumors,

statements, counter statements and
corrections seem likely to form the
substance of conference news for the
next few days. On both its main issues
the conference has now reached a positionin which much discussion of detailand drafting of suggestions will
necessarily precede any definite agreement.

< What may be called for short the
naval question and the Chinese questionare undergoing this treatment.
"Until it is completed no reliable view
of the situation will be possible. Meanwhilethe public should be on its guard
against partial statements, some of
which may be the outcome of an(
artistic desire on the part of newspapermen to provide readable "stories,"and others may be attributable
to the wish of some delegates to steal
a march upon their competitors for
public favor.

Naval Solution May Tarry.
The naval question seenis for the momentto be under a cloud. Japan desires.apparently, to obtain an allotment

of 70 per cent, of battleship strength as

compared with the United States and the
British Empire. She might ultimately
accept 63 per cent., but she is likely to

drive a shrewd bargain. Any change
in the ratio 5-5-3 which allotted to Japan
60 per cent, of the British and the

t American battleship strength, would involvecomplicated adjustments. On this
point, therefore, the solution may tarry.
A controversy on percentages lia^s begunalso between France and Italy. The

ratio originally, though not. officially,
contemplated for the French and the
Italian navle.s was 2-2. or 40 per cent,
of battleship strength for each, as comparedwith 100 per cent, for the United
States and the British Empire and CO
per cent for Japan. An announcement,
which was apparently authorized by
French naval experts, suggested yesterdaythat France might insist on receiv-
ing a percentage 01 uuiue-mp ui ciimui

-hip strength equal to that of Japan,
and upon a full quota of submarine ton*
nagc. That announcement roused Italian
apprehensions, since Italy Is apparently
determined to demand equality with
France at whatever ratio of strength
the conference may establish. But,
under the Influence of M. Brlund. the
French announcement lias now been
qualified, If not entirely withdrawn,
and Italian apprehensions arc allayed
If not removed.
These flutters are likely to recur at,

intervals. They should not disturb pub-1
lie equanimity. Among the larger aspects
of the naval question the most importantwill be the arrangements for the replacementof capital ships. The questionof replacement Is serious, both intrinsicallyand because It Is intimately
connected with the project for a ten

< year naval holiday. There is reason to
believe that American naval experts nowsecthe drawbacks to the naval holiday
idea, and understand the importance of
graduating the age of battleships that
are to mature for replacement. No one
can say whether their advice will make
headway against the popular liking for
the ltlea of a complete nasal holiday, bOt
it Is evident that any modification of
this idea must come from the Americans
themselves.
When the Chinese question Is approachedtills fluidity Is accentuated.

The Amerlcain public aro less familiar
with the complexities of the Chinese
puzzle than with tho main data of the
r.aval question. On Tuesday, for Instance,the committee on the Far Bast
dealt with the Chinese tariff Issue and
took Into consideration what would apoearto be some thoroughly misleading
arguments In regard to the Chinese mar-
itime customs.

Gayly Ignores Facts.
The form In which those arguments

art put \ before the public by some
American writers to-day makes it seem
as though all that 'a needed to Insure
the prosperity o» ilina would be to
substitute Chk»s»i for the foreign personnelin l'»" onstopis administration
and to abol'restrli tIons upon Chinese

r freedom to raise the tariff to any desirableheight. Tills idyllic conception

out of court. Undoubtedly, from the
standpoint of Chinese officials. there
would be great advantage In the provisionof opportunities for a display on

«i. Iarg< r scale of their Integrity in
hartdllng public moneys: but from the
standpoint of the conference, one ot
whose main tasks Is to restore something
that cannot only be called, but will be,
China, suggestions of tills klncl serve
only to raise doubts whether tho Chinese
delegation really represent anything but
themselves.

Par more Important Is a statement,
that .Mr. Uoot, In tho name of the Amer-}lean delegation, has advanced the prln-
clple that, since the Powers hsvo recognisedthe Independence and the sovereigntyof China, they must also recognisethe validity of the ticatles concludedby Clilna with various Powers.
The adoption of this principle would
no doubt facilitate a solution of the jChinese question on paper, while lcav-!
ii g It In substance bristling with the
same difficulties as before. On the other
hand. If the conference were to debate
seriatim the validity of all the treaties
concluded by China it might sit for
mor.thH w ithout attaining finality.

Probably some middle course will
presently b<- found. Therefore, for the
present, the warning I have given
against premature conclusions upon the
work of the conference holds good In
this respect also.
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President Harding's Most Jc
Conference Accomplish

Cherished Hopes i

By EDWIN C. HILL.
Special Despatch to Tin New Yoik Herald.

New York Herald Bureau. )
Wahhinglon. D. C.. Nov. 33. (

For the President of the United States
there will be praise and fervent prayers
to-morrow. Knowing this and happy over
the assured success of his ambition to
bring the nations closer together, be will
sit down to Ills turkey and cranberries
with some hope even that Congress may
acquire from the conference the spirit of
accomplishment.

The resonant voices of the peacemakersso completely overwhelmed the
wranglings and bickerings of Congress
that for two weeks people hywe scarcely
liepn awnrn Hint that hndv was In ses-

slon. The doors opened occasionally anil
released angry voices. Few have listened,
all ears attuned to the words of earnest
men laboring to harmonize a troubled
world.

One may be sure that this Is the most
joyful Thanksgiving the President has
known for many years. The holiday sees
well toward fruition the Idea that blossomedIn his irlnd two years ago In the
bitterness of the league of Nations controversyin the Senate. As far back as
that he had a glimmering of the Idea for
an association of nations, a moral understandingamong the Allies to keep the
peace of the world. It was to shape this
practical Ideal that thinking men of both
parties were Invited to Marion in "the
conference of great minds."

The President said to this writer more
than a year ago: "If I were living In a

small town and wanted to get something
important done for the good of that
town I would not' start with a town
meeting. I would call together first the
men of real influence In that town, try to
bring them In agreement about the
project and try to get them to work
together to bring their Influence to bear
on the rest of the town." That, of course.
Is what lie has done in summoning the
conference. The "men of influence" of
Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan and
the United States are here in the spirit
of the President's conception of how
great objects must be attained pi-actlcally.
The strongest instinct in Mr. Harding

is this asniration: "To get men to-
(rether." Before his election, but in a

period of unimpeachable outlook for
succwiH, lie revealed the power of his
governing instinct, saying: "It seems
to me that if T do go to the White
House my greatest service to .the coun!try should be to strive to make all
classes, all sections, tlilnk better of each
other, and then perhaps to do what I
could toward spreading this spirit about
the world." The conference is the meetingpoint of the President's ambition
and the expectation of peoples everywhere.You recall Emerson's saying
that "If the dingle man plant himself
Indomitably on ills Instincts, and there
abide, the huge world will come round
to him."

This conference, foreseen dimly by
Mr. Harding two years or so ago, developedfrom the conference at Marlon
eleven months ago. At that lime the
President was not certain as to whom
he would make Secretary of State.
Several men whom he had in mind for
the place were called there, Mr. Hughes
among them. After Mr. Hughes had
.1 t ...1 IV.. !>» ., T..OO nn 1|

In doubt who was to be his foreign
minister. In Mr. Hughes he had found
tho man to fit the deed to the creed.
The President found the idea and the 1

BRIAND, DEPARTING,"
SAYSHEIS WINNER;
Continued from Hr>t Page.

Briund paid a :ong farewell visit to
President Harding. Which is said to have
been of an exceptionally cordial nature,

Cd. Briand's visit to Washington has
been successful. In matters of land
armament Prance has had a free hand
from the conference, which has expressedits entire approval of the French
position. !n Far Eastern affairs France
added to her prestige by supporting j
American ideas and bj* being tiic first
to nttar to orlve un Chinese snlieres of
influence. France's offer cleared the
way to a settlement of Oriental problemsand England duplicated the French
proposals.

Finally. France lias resisted Kngland's \1
contention that restrictions should be
placed on submarines and has avoided
all pledges concerning naval fllsarma-
ment. France was left far behind In
naval construction because she used her
naval yards for more pressing needs dur-
ins the war. Here also France Is In u j'
special position, and M. Brtand Intends!'
to let the French Parliament shoulder
the rcsponslbilijy of deciding what i« to
l>o * 110 future tonnage of the French
navy.
"One great thing has been accomplished,"sal J * Briand. summing up

his opinion on tTle conference. "We have
established contact. We have met and;
talked things over. People may criticise
Ihe conference, but they must admit that
It i« better than a war. When people
get together and talk things over It la
not the same us transacting business in
other ways."
The French Premier this evening

placed the llgurn of the French colonial
army at lSO.O'O IMS, but Stated that
France's colonial army was a special
army for special duties outside Frence.
In talking of land armaments -the Premiersaid it was necessary to take ac-
count of the French army In France.
that is. France's metropolitan army.

cutn with France'* army reduction,"
continued M. Brland. "you will see that
France la already doing: more on land
than lias been proposed by the great
naval Power* on sea.

"First bear In mind that the rivalry
In naval matter* in entirely friendly.
All the Power* that are cutting their
naval programmes are on the best of
term*. They have no need to fear on*
another. They con well afford to take
the action they propose. |

"Franco, on the other hand, has not
one enemy before her hut two. Sh..
ha* to keep tin army with a definite
object In view. She has to fare definite ]
hostility from several quarters.

"Nevertheless, whereas the naval ,

rowers do not propose a reduction of'
more than S# per cent, of their forces,!
France has .already reduced her .army by ,

83 per cent, and purposes soon to reduce
It .to one-half Its pre-war standard."
M. Br land referred to the reduction of

the French army service from three
years before the war to two years and
his proposal atlll further to reduce the «

length of service to eighteen months, t
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ments Fulfil His Long
for World Peace.

isloo 11cm \Tt* TTusrhAq has tranfiliited
both into businesslike performance.

In George Sutherland, former United
States Senator from Utah, and now

chairman of the American advisory
committee Hi the conference, the Presi-
dent has the services of another man

after his own heart. Lees has been
heard of this modest and unobstrusive
figure than of the statesmen more re-

sponsibly placed. Yet the solid sense,
wide experience and special knowledge
of this master of international law are
of Immense value to Sir. Hughes in the
day by day development of the Americanposition, especially on Far Eastern
questions. Mr. Sutherland has directed
the attention of the advisory committee
toward ways and means of ridding the
world of viper warfare, submarines and
poison gas.

Another useful complementary figure
of the conference is ItR secretary-general,
John W. Garrett. When Mr. Fletcher,
Under Secretary of State, leaves that
post to become United States diplomatic
representative at Brussels. Mr. Garrett,
so the surmise runs, will become Mr.
Hughes's right. hand man. He comes
from Baltimore, was graduated from
Princeton, entered the diplomatic serviceunder McKinley and has served at,
The Hague, Berlin, Home, Caracas and
Buenos Aires.

Carpers at the conference, and espe-
cially those who sneer at the British,
may be interested in Lord Hiddcll's estimateof what the world council is for:
The object is not to make agreements
with big seals but to maintain peace.
Peace is founded on understanding and
good will, just as business is established
on good credits. The American people
until recently have been suspicious of
my country. Hereafter we have not only
got to remove causes of misunderstandingbut we must resolve that we will put
the best construction and not the worst
construction upon each other's motives
and actions.until we have absolute evidenceof some malicious or unkind mo-
tlve."

Admiral Lord Beatty is about to make
his farewell bow. "Must get back on
the job at the Admiralty," he says.
With Lord Lee of Fareham, first Lord,
also attending the conference, Lord
Beatty feels that duty calls with an irresistiblevoice. To-day he finished his
work with the naval armament committee,of which Assistant Secretary
Roosevelt is 'chairman.' and On Frlddy
he will go to New York to attend a
luncheon in his honor at the f-'nion
Club. Thereafter lie will go to Canada,
having promised to visit Montreal, Que-
bee and Ottawa. On November aO lie
will sail for Kngland. When he goes
Rear Admiral Hugh Rodman will be
out of a Job which has been very agreeablenot only to himself but to Beatty.
Rodman has been his honorary aid.
They have been great pals since their
days of North tSea service.

With tire departure of Premier Briand
to-morrow morning the conference loses
one of its principal figures, a person-
allty that lias magnetized attention
from the outset. The FVenCh here feel
that Briand has strengthened an al-
ready strong position at home and that
he takes back to Paris a very agree-
able message for the French people. At
the Willard, where the French are
quartered, there is a notion that the
tension between Great Britain ami
France has been noticeably lessened. It
will l*» a crowded day in New York for
the Premier, with luncheon with the
Consul General of iris country, receptionof degrees from New York and Co-
lumbta universities and dinner at the
Lotos Club.

He placed the number or men In a year's
army class at 250,000, which will make
France's future army of one cluss and a
half amount to 275.000 men. to which
may he aided the colonial army of
180.000.
M. Briand denied to The New York

IIkrald that France's submarine policy
was directed against England.
"Ask England," said the French Pre-

niter, "what she needs her capital ship*
for. Are tliey directed against Fiance?;
I would not do lit r the Injustice to say
so. All the other great -naval nations
are friendly to lier and yet she wants
500,000 tons In capital ships. What for'.'
These capital ships are an aggressive
force, whereas submarines aro defensive
weapons. lCngland does not need these
great vessels against Germany.for tier-
many has no navy..nor against Russia.
N'or are they useful for sardine- fishing.
The answer Is, of course, that they are
directed against X , the unknown.
"Wo would be much better off if ail

capital ships were destroyed. To such a
proposal France would agrto at once.
The submarine Is a comparatively cheap
form of defence, whereas the capital
ship Is very costly. The whole world Is
groaning under the expense of the capitalship. Why not abolish It altogether?"

MONARCHY'S RETURN
FEARED BY 'VORWAERTS'
French Military Policy Is

Blamed for Reaction.
BunbtN, Nov. 2.1 (Associated Vress)..

Tiie reactionary forces in Germany, says
Voricnrrtu, the Socialist organ, are beingstrengthened by France's military
policy and "constant heckling of Germany."Tito newspaper asserts that It
Tears n monarchists or nationalistic revival.which will overthrow the country's
hard won democracy.
"The only real disarmament." the

newspaper continues, "must be of spirit,
ami this applies particularly to th«
French. The Wa diingion conference can-
not do It. for the cyw of the Americanswill be turned toward the Far
East, and not toward Kurope. Cliaoa
cam.? with America's help to Kuropo.and order cannot ho restored without
American assistance. But the T'nlted
States seems to have lost Interest, givingthe French nationalist ah oppottunltyto extend their Influence overthe whole of Kuropo
"What Is needed is not a disarms-

ment conference hut a rrlw pencelonferenco. German workmen never
want to aee war again, but Injusticeand a search for vengeance la a fulsefoundation upon which to build a peacestructure."

U. S. ENVOY CALLS ON GERMAN.
Paths. Nov. 23..Diplomatic relations

jctweon the American and German em-Mssle* lists. Which vere broken off Inl!>17. were r tiihlichcd when Ambnssn-
lor Herrlrk made a formal c*l) on WlllolmMayer von Kaulhsuren. Mr. lie.*-
rick took the initiative In view of Herr
rou Kaufbcuren's diplomatic seniority In
Paris.

CorsxHAfiiif, Nov*. 23..Dr. John D.
i'rlnce. the new American Minister to
Denmark, presented his credentials tolayand was received for an hour's
ludlence with King Christian.
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3 YEAR SERVICE LAW
REPEAL IS OPPOSED

French Cabinet Can Reduce
Effectives, but Bloc Fights

Further Change.

DOUBTS ARMY LIMITATION

jemps7 i/alls It impossible 11

One Power Refuses Aid
Guaranty.

Special Cable to Tub N"rw York Mould.
Copyright, lp>j, by Tub nlff York 1 (skald.

New Yerk Hernld Bureau, )
Parts. Nov. S3. I

An effort to repeal France's three year
military law In favor of a two year
service law. to be liberally administered
by the Government, is believed here to

be foreshadowed by Fremier Briand'e
remarks !» Washington concerning
France's future army. Comment here

supports Premier Briand's defense of
France's military position, but as to

any reduction In the army further than
this, Bentiment is greatly divided and
a bitter battle in Parliament is certain
should Premier Brland attempt any
such measure.

t» fuot a .fwiit already pending
over the Government's present system
whereby two of the latest classes arc

serving only eighteen months each, althoughthe law Itself has not been alter,
ed. This has aroused protests from extremistslike Gen. Castelnau and Andre
befevre. members of the Chamber ol
Deputies, whose interpellations last week
were postponed only because Premier
Briand was In Washington.
A repeal of the three year service act

would really be only a demonstration by
France of her pacific purposes, inasmuchas the Government needs no legislationto reduce the actual number ol
effectives, this being purely an administrativemove and depending on hotv
large a part .of the three years with the
colors is absolutely essential for training
and protective duties of the men.

Opinion in parliamentary circles here
is that Premier Briand, from what ho
has heard in "Washington, now believes
that France should make such a move.

Bloc Opposes Chance.
A large portion of the Bloc National

appears opposed to any change lr
France's fundamental military service
laws and. If anything, their attitude
apparently was strengthened by the receptionaccorded Premier Briand's exposureof France's reasons for her army.
Reviewing the drift of newspaper commentit is found to be entirely con-

centrated on this port of M. Brland')
discourse and very little is said in referenceto his remarks on army reduction
inasmuch as these administrative measuresthe Government already has begur
to carry out. The Ere Xouoellr, a radicalSocialist organ, is one of the few
French newspapers commenting on thlf
point that does not approve it entirely
It points out that Premier Briand lef
it to be understood that the reduction!
Will go on until Franc-e merely possessesa volunteer system, whereas experiencein 1511 showed the reoessltj
for the present system and that even ar

eighteen months' compromise would
find adversaries in the military profession.It thinks it was Premlei
Brland's purpose to present his thought!
in an Incomplete way so as not tc
arouse a definite opposition now from
liis Bloc Xatlonul colleagues, but thai
it throws doubt on the possibility ol
him gaining the bloc's approval.

I.ami Redactions Eliminated.

The Taupa considers that land reductionsnow have been definitely eliminatedfrom the Washington conference
by Premier Brland's explanation ol
France's necessity and dangers. "11
they decide to limit land armaments.
that is. the armies defending the countriesgreatest menaced.then the contractingparties would bo obliged tactly
to cotne to the aid of those countries
which would find themselves at grips
with dangers which their limited effectiveswould not permit them to arrrst
at their frontiers." it nays. "Then 11
among the deliberating Powers there is
one wjliich refuses absolutely to assume
such an obligation, as now is the ense
In Washington, we see immediately that
it is impossible to limit armies because
we -wish to avert the Inevitable consequencesof such limitation."

Itene Ijarul. wilting In the (inula*,
while appreciating the fact that Premier
Brland. by his speech, brings American
ynna thi/ei s closer to France, declares:
"French opinion, nevertheless, expects
nioro than this from tin conference. It
expects Franco's liberty to be secured
against the dominating spirt of her
neighbor. The question of disarmament,
as was to be expected, now Is <o be sent
to an examining technical commission,
and until It is settled many thingH may
happen, notably Germany's twr. new
debt maturities." These, ho suggests,
will give an interesting proof of whether
Mr. Balfour's words were merely d'ploinacyor the expression of a vain intentionto effect a strong't Franco-British
accord.
Tho Figaro declares that Premier

Brland's discourse shows that tho
policy of alliances lias lived Its day.
"Premier Brland eloquently described
the dangers threatening I 'r.inc-;t says.
"Ilow can we conjure theni? Kifhei by
a formal alliance or a -uhstuntial army.
It seems that no one will give us the
alliance, and. therefore. Just as before
tho conference. Franco v.lll be compelled
to remain armed for her own protection."

I-eon Hailhy, who has never been optimisticregarding nn alliance for France
coming out of the Washlngt .n conference.concludes nn article In the Ir.tronsigeantto-day by saying: "Premier
Brland might as well take a ship hack
to France and bring bn<:'< all his experts
with him. He ha* none his duty.
France has been defended ri n<l heard,
b'he does not expect anything .%ls" of the
conference In Washington. Now w» ran

get bach to work again "

TINKHAM WOULD HALT
NAVAL AGREEMENT

Would Wait for Abrogation
of Anglo-Japaneae Treaty.
Washington, Nov. 23 (Associated

Press)..A resolution providing that the
United Stales .shall nol enter Into a. final
agreement relative to limitation of naval
armaments until the Anglo-Jspanrse
trcHty of 1911 Is abrogated or "without
a definite understanding of Its Immediate
abrogation" v a« Introduce! to-day by
Representative TInkham. Republican
(.Mass.).
The resolution characterizes the treaty

as a military alliance, offensive and defensive,between Great Britain and
Japan ar.d "in conflict With the entire
spirit" of the American proposal made
at the opening session of the arnu, conferencefor a reduction of naval Arma>
menta and a ten y ear na\al holiday.
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\NEW ZEALAND SUPPORTS

TREATY WITH JAPAN

No Justification for Scrapping
It Seen.

Washington, Nov. 23 (Associated
Press)..New Zealand stands behind
Australia In favoring continuance of the
Anglo-Japanese treaty for the present,
at least, or until "a more comprehensivesystem" for guaranteeing the peace
of the Par Bast has been found.
"We see no justification for scrapping

that alliance wltliout substituting somethingfor it," declared a spoKesrnati for
New Zealand to-day.
"Japan gave us faithful and valuable

service in the dangerous times of war,"
he added, "and we owe her our gratitudefor it. It Is not the English ror
the Americun way to turn our backs on
a friend. If. and when some more generalagreement can be entered into for
the preservation of the peace of the Pacific.New Zealand and Australia will
welcome it as a substitute for the presentimperfect system."

DEFENDS FRANCE'S
NAVAL CONTENTIONS
Georges Lc Chartier Asserts
Her Stand for Submarines

Is Justified.i
..

By GCORGKS LG CHARTII'.n.
Correspondent Journal Desbafs.

Special Despatch to The New Voik IImai.d.
Srw York Herald Bureau. I

Wanhington. D. Nov. 2.1. i
An article which was published In a

morning' newspaper yesterday announe.ins a sensational naval programme of
France has given birth to many conflict.ing stories during the day, and, although
denied in an official statement of M.
Briand this morning. It seems to have
been particularly resented in British
quarters. The misunderstanding must
not last.

i do not think that 1 misquote one of
.! the best spokesmen of the British delega.tlon if I summarize as follows what he

told me in the lobby of the New Willard
to-day:

"France had better to be careful. 1
am one of the best friends of France.
But it is impossible for the best friends
of Franco in my country to overlook
what she is doing or trying to do uow.
M. Briand of course was quite right
when he spoke last Monday of the land
forces which France is obliged to keep.
There is nothing to be added to what Mr
Balfour said on the subject. But when
>1. Briand. speaking of the French
navy, insists now that France must have
more and more submarines, we cease to
be approbntive or indifferent. We do r.ot

.; want France to arm herself against Fng.land."
j i v:uuiu uiuy rqi^ai wnai una ocen

said to mo by one of the men in the be^t
(j position to Know to the effect that: First,
.! the article, according to M. Briand, was

, not accurate. But had the article been
sl strict enumeration of facts, how could

. any unprejudiced Briton infer that the
, French submarines were to be built lit
an aggressive spirit and with an ultltmate thought of war ogains> England?

, A nation must look for safe defence nc.cording to her geographical position and
to her financial means. France hat two
coasts to protect, but she has neither

i1 reason nor thought of protecting thein
I; against England. Sho lias still less if a.son or tliought of ever attacking Hng

'land.
j! It Is n. fact that Germany has now
no navy, and Franco has certainly not,
at the present moment, to fear any
naval attack from her. But Germany,
according to the Versailles treaty, which
in still rccognied by England, w 111 be
allowed to possess some navy after a
certain period. Why should not France
be allowed to have one without waiting
for Germany to have hers? And Is
Germany.or England, since the sug!gestion tomes from British quarters.
the only naval agressor that France
may fear? Has not England herself a
fleet?
But France has no thought that this

fleet is specially kept to be turned some
time against her. Moreover, France has
a Mediterrean coast, which is exposed to
any attack and which she must protect,
If she shooses the submarines for means
of protection rather than capital ships.
It is only. .u. di iuiiu i»uj iru, u'*'-inisf

submarines are tile weapons of the
weak.

Franco, after five years of exhaustingwar on her own toil, does certainly
not profess to be as strong as Mr.
Italfour emphatically declared, a week
ago, that England still is. 80 it matnotappear unfair if France should l>e
allowed to choose her own means of pro!tection and self defense according to
her own need* and resources, lias not
England acted In the same way without
incurring any protest or suspicion from
France, and are the means chosen by
her in any way less defensive, less terIrlble than the French ones?
Hope and fuith arc now shown in

French quarters that these facts had
only to bo exposed, in all candor, to the
well known and always appreciated fairnessand soundness of judgment of our
liritish friends, to remove a misunderstandingthat never should have occurred.
ROME PAPER ATTACKS

BRIAND'S 'FANTASY'

'tpocha7 Hopes Americans
Are Not Deluded by Him.
ftOMK. Nov. 23 (A.-«oclated Pre**)..

The hope that American* "sro not *<>
Ignorant and deluded as to. take senously>». Brlond's fantasy that there
are i'.oon.ooo "f armed tnen In Jtussla
and Germany to guard against." lr
expressed by the Epoca.
"There is only ono three toning army

In Kurope, namely, the French." nays
the paper. "It Is well to- remember
that France has the monopoly of Iron
In Kurope. Hhe has taken mines from
Oermany anil given them to the Pole*
ami has also forced Oermany to enter
into a Franco-German combine controlledby the French.

"M. Br land says France doc - not
pursue the road to military hegemonyj in Kurope," the Epoca continues, "but
when lie Im permitted to refuse to dl*iarm GOO.OOO French soldiers and 400.00«j
Poles It guarantees French economic
and military hegemony. An attempt
by 3fi.010.000 French to hold In slavery260,000,000 Russians and Germans cannotbut stdrt. a new war with arms
wbtcli the mo. t horrible hato can de|vlec."

URGE DEBT LIQUIDATION.
In a message synt yesterday by the

board of directors of the American
Manufacturers' Export Association to
Secretary Hughes hope was expressedthat the spirit prevailing at the Washingtonconference will provide helpfulremedies for other serious International
quemIons, such as the liquidation of
debts and the stabilization of exchange.Tho board said It was "impressed that
It la through cooperation among nations
that the burden cf armaments may be
reduced."

24, 1921.
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j Deputies Surprised at Report
She Is Asking for 300.000

Tons.

CHAMBER WOULD OPPOSE
t

Economy Demanded as. With
Germany Bankrupt, France

Faces Ruin.

Ily LAWRENCE HILLS.
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New York Herald Bureau. )
Paris, Nov. 33. (

Great surprise was expressed in the _

corridors of the Chamber of Deputies
to-day over reports from Washington '
that the French delegation there was '

asking for permission to construct up to
300,000 tons of capital ships instead of
holding to the programme for light vessels,the construction of which already
lias been approved by the Chamber of
Deputies, and which is considered the j
maximum possible for Franco in the 1
present state of her finances.
Coming simultaneously with the close

of the final debate on the financial sit-
uation the effect of the Washington des-1
patches was all the more striking as one

after another of the Deputies arose to
demand a policy of strictest economy,

one of them even admitting that Oer-
many's feared bankruptcy threatens the
ruin of France to such an extent that
the whole financial question must be
taken up in "Washington.

Trance Fought for "World.

"Why do we not remind them that in
1914 France fought for tho whole
world?" asked Deputy Candace. "That
is the reason our total debt to-day:
readies the staggering figure of 2G4,!001,000,000 francs."
What politicians here cannot under-

stand is why tfiere should be any sug-
gestlon regarding the building of capitalships after the work of demolition
of the five which were started before
the war has already commenced and
only one of these is to bo completed as
an airplane carrier.
With financial problems for the next

five years, and perhaps longer, still
a matter of grave concern, any effort to
obtain Parliament's approval of a great
building programme such as equalling
Japan's capital ship tonnage would
meet with tremendous opposition both
in the Chamber of Deputies and the

i Senate. In fact, it was only with <31 f.Acuity that the consent of the Cham|her of Deputies was obtained at a

time when in the flush of victory the
French believed Germany was going to j
pay for everything for the building of
six light cruisers of about S,000 tons
each, twenty-four medium sized torpedo
destroyers and thirty-six submarines of
varying sizes, these being considered
sufficient to control France's coasts and
to protect her lines of communications
with her colonies better than unwieldy
dreadnoughts.

I J
Tonnage for Bargaining.

Tt was suggested here to-day that tha
effort of the French delegation in Wash'ington to obtuin capital ship tor.nage
may have beo:i merely for bargaining

'niirnnina th<. Rpml-offlcifll Tcrnus thl*
afternoon declaring-:
"France is readv to make serious con!cessions along the lines of the Hughes

plan, as she only wants a defensive
fleet. Consequently she will he read;
to use the tonnage allotted her in the
construction of submarines and light,
cruisers." j .

This attitude on the part of France J
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dofconference
ias confirmed by a high placed naval capital ships costing millions of francs
fficer this afternoon. He declared that each, "inasmuch as the war lessons
tw French naval officers would be taught the undeniable superiority of tho
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